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Original Will located at the Archives Division, Lancaster County Courthouse, Lancaster. PA. 

.i.' · 
4 .. ' 

:.. . 

Since the circumstances effecting the decisions maae in wills long ago are not always evident, it may be unfair 
to be judgmental. In the case of this will by Jacob Weidler, Sr. it is difficult to conjure up any justification for his 
disinheritance of the fatherless children of his deceased son. Jacob, Jr. The slight was compounded by the fact that 
the elder Jacob was comparatively wealthy, and the debt he held against the estate of his grandchildren's dead father 
rather modest. Furthermore the estate of Jacob, Jr. was not adequate to provide for his widow the their eight minor 
children, the youngest of whom was barely two at the time of his father's death in 1814. The ultimate irony was 
Jacob, Sr's instruction to his executors to disregard the book debts of his remaining son, John. The Jacob Weidler, Jr. 
who witnessed this will obviously was not the son of the testator, as that Jacob was already deceased. 

Whatever the bitterness Jacob Weidler bore toward his grandchildren by his son Jacob, it was not shared by 
their grandmother, Anna Weidler, who remembered them equally with her daughters in her will. While her generosity 
may have had its personal compensations, her estate was so small in comparison to that of her husband that the 
financial reward was insignificant. 

9-89 



9-90 


