








WILL OF CLAAS JANSE VAN BECKHOVEN [BOEKHOVEN] 

New York (County) Surrogate's Court. Abstracts of Wills on Fil e in the Surrogate's Office, City 
of New York. 17 vols. New York: Printed for the New York Historical Society, 1893-1909. 
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ABSTRACTS OF WILLS - LIBER 8 

Page 96.- CLAAS JANSE VAN BECKHOVEN [BOEKHOVEN]. In the name of God, 
Amen, the 11 January, 1698/99. I, Claes Janse Van Beckhoven, of the village of 
Schenectady, in the County of Albany. I leave to Arent Andriese Bratt, son of 
Andres Bratt, deceased, son of my well beloved wife Cathalyntie Andriese De Vass 
[Vos], the sum of £5, which he is to have upon his grand mother's decease, and not 
before. I leave to Cathalyntie Claas, daughter of my wife's eldest daughter, Affie , 
wife of Claas Van Pelt [Petten/Patton] (who is lately married with Dirck Teunisses 
son Teunis), a gold ring for her finger which she is to have after my wife's decease. 
I leave to Maritie, the eldest daughter of Jan Botman [Pootman], a gold ring. To 
Catalyntie, the eldest daughter of my wife's daughter, Ariantie, a cow. To the eldest 
daughters of Samuel and Dirck Bratt each a heifer. To Johanes Wynkoop, of 
Kingston, £5. To the poor of the city of Albany, £5. Freedom is given to certain 
negro slaves, and they are to have the use of six Morgen of woodland, lying by the 
land of Jan Mangelse at Canastigione. I leave all the rest of my estate to my wife 
Catalyntie Andries De Vass, that is to say my farm, situate, lying and being on the 
north side of the Magnos River, at Canastigione, between the land of Jan Mangelse, 
and the land of Jan Li tree, And my lot of land on the south side of Canastigione 
River, and on the east side of Marte Cregier's; Also my house and lot in Albany, 
between the house and lot of Harme Gansevoort, and the house and lot of Jan Van 
Loon, and all household goods. And after her death I leave all the aforesaid lands 
and goods to the six children of my said wife and their children, namely, the children 
of Andries Bratt, Samuel Bratt, Affie , wife of Claas Van Pelt; Ariantie, wife of Ryer 
Schermerhorn, the children of Cornelius [Cornelia] Bratt, formerly wife of Jan 
Pootman. I appoint my wife executor, and Ryer Jacobse Schermerhorn, and Dirck 
Arent Bratt, overseers. 

Witnessses, Hendrick Hansen, Isaac von Plak, Johanes Beekman. 
Codicil. The testator and his wife annul a certain document, giving certain land to 

Dirck Bratt. Proved, April 3, 1712. 

The above will is that of Claes Jan.sen van Boekhoven, third husband of Catalyntie de Vos, 
widow of Arent Bradt/Bratt. It is significant because among other things it proves that Catalyntie de Vos 
and Arent Bradt had been husband and wife; that Arent and Catalyntie Bradt had a son Andries and a 
daughter Arian.tie who was married to Ryer Schermerhorn; and grandchildren, Arent son of Andries 
Bradt and Catalyntie daughter of Ariaentie Schermerhorn. Some, but not all, of these relationships were 
proved previously by Catalyntie de Vos's 12 November 1662 marriage contract with her second husband, 
Barent Janse Van Ditmars. 

Catalyntie de Vos executed her will the same day naming her husband Claes van Boekhoven and 
the same devisees. The 1712 date of this probate corresponds with her death, Claes Janse van Boekhoven 
having died earlier. Although in the will Claes van Boekhoven speaks of all his holdings, he acquired 
certain prope1ties through his maniage to Catalyntie De Vos Bratt. 
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Helen Wtlkinson Reynolds. Dutch Houses in the Hudson Valley Before 1776. New York: Payson and 
Clarke, 1929; reprint ed., n.p.: Dover Publications for the Holland Society ofNew York, 1965, page 64. 

Schmcct.ady, N. Y. Built about 1715. Torn down about 1900. Illustrates rhe Dutch custom of placing rhe 
pblt-aid of the house toward the street. Curies wrought iron beam-ar.chors. in trefoil de.sign. The pl•te wu 
~c from a phorognpb obtained through 1hc courtesy of DeLmcey W. Wa ikios of Schenectady, N. Y . 

. House of Captain Arent Bradt 
Formoly at 7, State ;trut, Sc .~tnectady, New York 

PLATE 14 

Albert Andriesse Bradt and Arent Andriesse Bradt, brothers, were among 
the early settlers at Rensselaerswyck. They were Norwegians. Albert established 
himself a few miles south of Albany on a stream, where he built a mill. He was 
known as "de NoornU.n" and the stream today is still the Norman's Kil. Arent 
removed from the colony to the independent town of Schenectady, of which he 
was one of the oatentees in 166:;i. He died soon after the charter was granted and 

title to his lands W.lS confirmed to his widow, Catelyntje DeVos Bndt. Her home-lot 
in Schenectady, on the north side of StJte street near W.1shington, pJssed to her 
son, Andries Arent BrJdt (killed in the Indian mJ.ss.icre of 1690) . He, by his wife 
Ma.rgreta VJ.n Slyke, had a son Arent, who w.is born about 1680, m.uried 1704 to 
Jannetje Vrooman, and died ia 1767. This last Arent BrJ.dt built .lbout 1715 on the 
home-lot of his grandmother on St.lte Street a brick house, which stood until about 
1900, and which was a good example of the houses built in the sevrnteenth and 
urly eighteenth centuries, gable -end to the street and with roof of high pitch. 

Although the BrJd ts came from Norway they so merged themselves with the ir 
Dutch neighbors as to be regarded as wholly Dutch themselves. Arent BcJdt, who 
built and occupied the house illustrated, prospered as a brewer, was long a trus tee 
of Schenectady and represented that place in the provincial assembly. His son, 
Captain Andries Bradt, who succeeded to the brick house, was the father of Jannetie 
Bradt, born 1743, who married Christopher Yates and lived in the house shown in 
plate 57. 
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