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Helen Wilkinson Reynolds. Dutch Houses in the Hudson Valley Before 1776. New York: Payson and
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Schenectady, N. Y. Built about 1715. Torn down about 1goo. Illustrates the Dutch custom of placing the
gable-end of the house toward the street. Carries wrought iron beam-anchors in trefoil design. The‘})la(e was
made from a photograph obtained through the courtesy of DeLancey W. Watkins of Schenectady, N. Y.

House of Captain Arent Bradt
Formerly at 7, State street, Schenectady, New York
PLATE 14

Albert Andriesse Bradt and Arent Andriesse Bradt, brothers, were among
the early settlers at Rensselaerswyck. They were Norwegians. Albert established
himself a few miles south of Albany on a stream, where he built a mill. He was
known as *“de Noorman'’ and the stream today is still the Norman's Kil. Arent
removed from the colony to the independent town of Schenectady, of which he
was one of the patentees in 1662. He died soon after the charter was granted and

title to his lands was confirmed to his widow, Catelyntje DeVos Bradt. Her home-lot
in Schenectady, on the north side of State street near Washington, passed to her
son, Andries Arent Bradt (killed in the Indian massacre of 16g0). He, by his wife
Margreta Van Slyke, had a son Arent, who was born about 1630, married 1704 to
Jannetje Vrooman, and died ia 1767. This last Arent Bradt built about 1715 on the
home-lot of his grandmother on State Street a brick house, which stood until about
1900, and which was a good example of the houses built in the seventeenth and
early eighteenth centuries, gable-end to the street and with roof of high pitch.
Although the Bradts came from Norway they so merged themselves with their
Dutch neighbors as to be regarded as wholly Dutch themselves. Arent Bradt, who
built and occupied the house illustrated, prospered as a brewer, was long a trustee
of Schenectady and represented that place in the provincial assembly. His son,
Captain Andnes Bradt, who succeeded to the brick house, was the father of Jannetje
Bradt, born 1743, who married Christopher Yates and lived in the house shown in

plate 57.
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