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CARPENTER
Of our ancestral families the Carpenter family (Anglicized from Zimmerman) is among the most
outstanding. Much of the early information concerning them is of a purely traditional nature, but there is
enough which is factual to indicate that they were exceptionally gifted and accomplished people.
The reminiscences of a descendant of the family, Dr. Seymour D. Carpenter, were published in
1907 in conjunction with Genealogical Notes of the Carpenter Family edited by Edwin Sawyer Walker.
While this work contains many omissions and more than a few errors, Dr. Carpenter's reminiscences and
research provide us with some of the most valuable information we have concerning the family. Dr.
Carpenter readily admitted that his collection was merely a beginning on which others might build.
Following are quotes from Dr. Seymour Carpenter's reminiscences. The facts contained in them
have not been verified, and indeed many are not verifiable. It is recommended that anyone seriously
interested in the Carpenters examine the book as these extractions are fragmentary at best. Also any
serious study of the Carpenters would necessitate attempting to document as much as possible of this work
and of the Carpenter histories written by other authors.
"Long ago, in one of the little quiet villages of the Bernese Oberland [Wattenwyl, Switzerland] lived
a man named Heinrich Zimmerman and his wife Anna Mogert.
'Heinrich Zimmerman had four sons and five daughters. Elsbeth, who probably died young, born
1672; Heinrich [our ancestor], born September 7, 1673; Hans, born 1675; Benedict, born 1677; Anna,
born 1679; Elsbeth, born 1680; Barbara, born 1683; Catharine, born 1686, and David, born 1690.
"The children were sent to the village school, for public instruction had been instituted m
Switzerland some short time before in 1676. The eldest son was the unruly one of the family; black haired
and black eyed, with beetling eyebrows, which earned him the soubriquet of 'der Schwarze Heinrich,' the
black Henry. He was in constant trouble at school for his misconduct and his love of adventure.
"He grew up tall and strong, and arrived at an age where he could wield a pike and use a sword.
He gave his father no peace, until he consented to his enrolling as a mercenary soldier, under the flag of
France. Louis XN wanted troops badly; Switzerland was willing to furnish them, as he protected them
against the Empire and against Savoy.
"In 1690 there were as many as 30,000 Swiss in service under the French flag. All the young
Patricians -- members of the old aristocratic families are still called Patricians in Bern -- sought fortune in
the foreign wars.
"Young Heinrich Zimmerman returned to his native land, probably after the peace of Ryswick in
1696 . .. .
"It was probably at this time he was apprenticed to a doctor. He had grown up to be a man of fine
physical proportions, fully six feet tall, with black hair and black eyes, and a very dark complexion. I have
often heard my grandfather describe him, he having received the information directly from his father, who
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had known old 'Heinrich.' He must have taken an active interest in politics, for tradition says he was
engaged in some rising against the ruling classes. It must have been about this time that he fell in love with
the pretty girl from the neighboring village of Blumenstein, Salome Rufener. The record of her baptism
reads as follows: '1675 -- Dec. 28th, was christened Salome Rufener."'1
Contrary to Dr. Carpenter's information, the church records of the parish church of Blumenstein,
Bern, Switzerland, do not contain a record of the baptism of Salome Rufener on the prescribed date,
although Rufener is a frequent name among the entries. 2
"There was much talk in Berne at this time about the New World and the Colonies, where freedom
of conscience was guaranteed under the mild reign of Queen Anne.
''Years before this time he [William Penn] had thriftily combined religion and business by making
journeys to the continent, where, upon the upper Rhine, he preached his doctrine and exploited his
province in the New World, where eternal salvation, political and religious freedom, and worldly prosperity
were free to all. Young Heinrich heard of all this, and saw his opportunity. With the consent of his family,
who, possibly were glad to get rid of him, he determined to make a trip of exploration to this new land of
promise.
'When once landed [in America], he found many Swiss people located in Germantown, which was
then some distance from Philadelphia. There he made his headquarters and explored the country all
about . ...
"He did not return home till the latter part of 1700. During his absence his family had made peace
with the government, and he rejoined them in Wattenwyl. I do not know how soon he visited Salome, but
do know that he married her in 1701 and brought her to his home. He was enthusiastic about the New
World, and was anxious to get up a colony and emigrate thither."
[fhe group Heinrich Zimmerman attempted to organize sent an envoy to evaluate the situation,
and after a delay of several years chose to settle in North Carolina rather than Pennsylvania.]
"He had not abandoned his design of emigration to Pennsylvania, and the determination of his
associates to go to North Carolina must have been a great disappointment. It seems his father's family gave
up the design entirely. This restless state of mind might have been the reason that caused him to join in
another struggle against the government in 1706. This, as usual, miscarried, and he had again to seek
safety in flight; this time encumbered by Salome and two children, Emanuel, aged four, and Gabriel, aged
two years. They stole off in the night, Salome and the two children on a horse, led by Heinrich. They were
again making for the border. By the next daylight they were near the Lake of Thun, where Heinrich had
secured a boat. Then he discovered they were pursued by two mounted Hussars. When within a few
hundred yards of the shore, at a narrow place in the path, he stopped and sent his wife and children
forward, with directions to launch the boat and be ready to push off when he joined them. The Hussars
were armed with sabres and spears; Heinrich also had a staff. As they drew near, he commanded them to
halt, which they did not heed; he then vigorously attacked them with stones. Their horses became restive,
and they dismounted; this took some time, and Heinrich, seeing his wife and children in the boat, beat a
hasty retreat. He was fleet of foot, but one of his pursuers was more so, and just as he reached the boat,
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caught him by the skirt of his coat. Salome rose to the occasion, and by a well directed blow with an oar,
laid him sprawling. Heinrich sprang aboard. She pushed off and they were safe. ffhis , like all family
legends, probably contains some elements of truth, but also probably has been much embellished in the
telling.]
"Heinrich was safe, but he resolved to quit his native land forever, and with little delay he set out
on his long journey. He arrived in Germantown in 1706, having been absent from the Colony six years.
"He must have had considerable money, for he purchased a house in the town and some land in
the vicinity, as is shown in the records.
"He at once commenced practicing his profession, and by the aid of two 'Redemptioners,' whose
time he bought, he began to improve his land .
"About the year 1710 he acquired his first land in what is now Lancaster County. The tract
contained 200 acres. Two years later he bought of Christopher Franciscus, a Swiss settler, a tract of 572
acres, which was partly improved. This land included a fine spring, near what is now called Lampeter
Square. For this land he gave $3,000, and I conclude that he must have inherited money from his father
or through his wife, for he could hardly have made so much by his profession in so new a country. He
bought four more 'Redemptioners' and put them to work, enlarging the improvements upon the
Franciscus tract.
'While living in Germantown he became intimate with Pastorius, the Wistars and others, who were
founders of the town, and took his part in the development of the place. Meantime he was enlarging his
estate on the Pequea, and by 1717 had something over 3,000 acres. He then thought it best to remove his
family there.
"The advantages of [rather for] education were limited, and Heinrich sent his children back among
his friends at Germantown to attend the schools there. Pastorius, the founder of the town, had established
a sort of a college there at a very early day. Heinrich must have been a good patron, for as they grew up he
sent them all there. He had them taught both English and German, which was quite unusual, for nothing
but German was spoken at Pequea [this is not true as Pequea also had Anglo settlers]; but Heinrich was a
wise fellow, and doubtless realized that as English was the legal language of the country, it would be
advantageous for his children to know it. His course seems to have subjected him to considerable censure
among his neighbors, who thought Dutch was good enough for reasonable people. The sequel proved
Heinrich was right. He was the largest land holder in the settlement, and, in addition, a doctor. The two
made him quite a local celebrity. "3 ·
[Sometime, probably in the late 1720's, Heinrich determined to acquire additional land, this up
the Conestoga River in what is now West Earl Township. He received a patent for 1550 acres there in
1733.]4
"Henry [the son of Henrich from whom we descend] was now [1731] seventeen or eighteen years
of age. He had been attending school for some years at Germantown. His father concluded to make a
doctor of him, and accordingly sent him back to Europe, probably to Basel, to obtain a medical education.
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[Henry may have been the first American born doctor to have been educated in Europe.] I can imagine
what a good time that young fellow had when he got back to Berne among his uncles, aunts and cousins. I
feel assured that he cut a wide swath, and when he talked of the New World and his father's broad acres,
that the subject received all the necessary amplifications. If it did not, he was not a genuine Carpenter.
After three years he returned, and with him came a family from Switzerland named Forney. One of the
members was named Susan, whom he married very soon after his return. He built a house on the new
purchase [the Conestoga land], and began practice. 5
[Dr. Henry Carpenter married Susanna
6
Fame/Forney 16 May 1734 in Hilchenbach, Germany.]
"The first death in the family [of Heinrich and Salome Carpenter] was that of the eldest daughter,
Salome Wistar, at Germantown in 1736. She was in her 25th year, and left only one child, a daughter
named Salome. All his [Heinrich and Salome's] children were married and well settled. All were living but
Salome. He had land enough for a couple of generations, and was generally prosperous [a masterpiece of
understatement; he was incredibly wealthy]. The last official act of his wife was affixing her signature to a
deed in 1743. She must have ·died during that year, for in 1744 there are deeds bearing the name of
Heinrich alone. His last signature bears the date of 1747. He may have lived several years afterwards, for
he left no will to fix the date of his death. He divided all his property before his death among his children.
He was buried in the graveyard of the 'old purchase,' near Lampeter square. If any headstone was erected
to mark his grave it has disappeared.
"He did not emigrate because of religious persecution, and so far as I can learn he had no strong
religious convictions. I suspect that he was among the early skeptics, who sprang up after the Reformation.

"It was for political reasons and to better his fortune that Heinrich emigrated. He was for
twenty-three years the subject of a monarchy, without exercising political privileges, for he was not
naturalized till 1729, when by an act of the General Assembly he and his sons, Emanuel and Gabriel, who
were born in Switzerland, were admitted, with other aliens, to full citizenship. When the first patents for
land were issued, Penn arbitrarily changed the name of Zimmerman, to its English equivalent, Carpenter,
and the naturalization papers did the same. It took at least fifty years to complete the change, because in
every-day speech the family was known as 'Zimmerman,' while legally their name was 'Carpenter.'
[Seymour Carpenter is implying William Penn was responsible for the name change. This cannot be true,
as Penn was deceased and his sons had become the proprietaries before Heinrich received his first land
warrant. It might also appear logical that Heinrich himself could have had a hand in this as he may have
felt a German surname would prove a handicap in a society where the language of business was English.
Both before and after, many patent recipients including a number named Zimmerman, who had easily
translatable names retained their Germanic patronymics.]
"The estate which Heinrich divided among his children was worth more than $100,000, which for
that day was a very considerable fortune. I think on the whole, we may feel rather proud of our common
ancestor.
"Heinrich was wiser than his contemporaries, and realized that this was to be an English, not a
German, country, and that it was best to adjust himself to the conditions. By so doing he gave his family a
great advantage over those who still clung exclusively to the German tongue and education. In the struggle
of life they were much better equipped than their neighbors. Of the six sons, Henry, as you know, was
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open for all Christian disposed persons, societies, or sects of people to assemble, meet and worship."12 Over
the years the church building has been used by congregations representing many different religions, and is
now the property of the Mennonites who purchased it from the trustees in 1948 for one dollar. 13
The will of Dr. Henry Carpenter was written 9 December 1772 and probated 5 May 1773. It
named wife Susanna and children: Henry; Abraham [our ancestor]; John; Susanna, wife of Christopher
Rickart; Barbara, wife of John DeHoff; Mary, wife of John Smith and minor daughter, Salome. 14 As
previously noted Dr. Henry Carpenter, born 9 August 1713 and died 17 April 1773, and Susanna (Forney)
Carpenter, born about 1713 and died 31 March 1785, are buried in the cemetery of Carpenter Church. 15
Abraham Carpenter was born 8 August 1754 in Earl (now West Earl) Township, Lancaster
1
County. 6 During the American Revolution on 28 June 1776 he was married to Esther Heffer at St. James
Anglican Church in Lancaster.17 Esther was born about 1755 and died 11 November 1833.18 Abraham
died 23April 1829.19 They lived in Earl Township, Lancaster County; their burial places are not known.
Abraham Carpenter, who was an innkeeper, made his will on 9 June 1826 naming children:
Abraham; Henry; deceased daughter Elizabeth [our ancestor]; Susanna, wife of David Trimble; Rebecca,
wife of Andrew Howlett; deceased daughter Leah, wife of Paul Johns; and deceased daughter Polly, wife of
John Riley. 20
Our last direct line ancestor to bear the surname Carpenter was Abraham and Esther's daughter,
Elizabeth Carpenter. She was born in Earl Township, Lancaster County, on 5 May 1777; married
thereabouts in approximately 1796; and moved about 1802 to Shrewsbury Township, York County,
Pennsylvania, where her husband Jacob Weidler kept an inn. 21 Jacob Weidler died 2 April 1814 lcaving the
widowed Elizabeth with eight minor children to raise. 22 After her husband's death Elizabeth and her
children returned to Earl Township where she died on 16December1821 at the age of 44. 2·3
In his will Elizabeth's father, Abraham Carpenter, who survived her, left a bequest to her children
and mentioned the fact that he had advanced her money in her lifetime which would have to be deducted
from her children's inheritance from him.24
Dr. Abraham Carpenter of Lancaster, brother of Elizabeth, was administrator of their father's
estate. He failed to pay out the bequests in his father's will or satisfy some claims against the estate. For
this he was taken to court where various judgments were handed down against him.25 This would indicate
that the estate was solvent and the failure was his. Subsequent notations on these records reflect that he
did satisfy some of the claims, but not those of Elizabeth (Carpenter) Weidler's children, one of whom was
our ancestor, Reuben Weidler.26
The children of Jacob and Elizabeth (Carpenter) Weidler, although they descended from two very
well-to-do grandfathers, realized nothing in the way of monetary inheritances from them. Their
grandfather, Jacob Weidler Sr. had disinherited them citing as his reason for so doing a debt owed him by
their deceased father,2 7 and the bequests from their grandfather, Abraham Carpenter, were never paid.
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