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ST. VITUS CATHOLIC CHURCH, Meppen, Germany 
[Marriage ofBartholdus Veerkamp and Ludovica Volcker, 24 November 1818] 
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Copy from the Town Records ofMeppen, Germany. 
' 

LAST ENTRY. Translation: "Today 24 January 1820 new citizens Johannes Gerhardus Schulle[?], Herman G1mpe 
and H Bartholdus Veerkamp came to the senate to be admitted and sworn in. They paid their duty and were sworn in 
immediately." [Note: Bartholdus Veerkamp's name is preceded by "H" for Herr, a title of respect, which the other 
applicants are lacking.]
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This document from a Veerkamp Family File was furnished by Veerkamps in Meppen, Gennany. I 4-23 I 
Purportedly it is an emigration record. Possibly it is an application to emigrate, since the family in 
the record did not actually emigrate until I S35 after another son was born and baptized in Meppen. 
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Dr. Dieter Veerkamp 
Hannover-Waldheim 
Klohestr. 14

Miss Ines Veerkamp 
66 Bee Street 
Placerville, Calif. USA 

Dear Miss Veerkamp, 

presently: 
Frankfort on the Main 
Friedrichstr. 47
c/o Spengler 

August 22, 1959 

To begin, I hope you still understand German. My English is 

not good enough so that I could write a long letter without 

trouble. 

I received your address from our Mexican relatives whom you 

visited recently. My cousin (many times removed), Walther 

Veerkamp told me in detail of your visit and also gave me 

various data of your predecessors. There is probably quite 

a bit of interesting material for you to learn about. When 

a boy I did quite a bit of research in genealogy, by which 

I succeeded in working out a large map, and I believe to 

have the best knowledge of our family spread all over the 

world. Shortly before the war my grandmother who has passed 

away since, received the visit of an American chaplain who 

informed her on the Veerkamp family in the USA. Unfortunately 

I was at that time too young to investigate, and then the 

awful war came on. The name of the chaplain is also. unknown 

to me. In my investigations I discovered that the oldest 

son of the oldest son was always baptized Bartholomaus. 

(Thus, my father's name also is Bartholomaus, and I ought 

to have received this name also, but at the time of my birth 

the knowledge of this custom had been forgotten). From old 

letters out of the heritage of my great aunt which we still 

preserve in Hanover, I know that about 1830 a certain 

Bartholomaus Egbert Joseph Veerkamp emigrated to the United 

States because of family quarrels and that nothing was heard 

from him since. I cannot ascertain the exact date here in 

Frankfurt, I presume, however, that it could be found out 

from the still existing letters that we have on hand. These 

told that your ancestor, Bartholomaus V. married to Luise, 

nee Oelcker,1 emigrated in 1834 from Westphalia. This may




